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INTRODUCTION 
 
India witnessed one of the worst natural calamities of recent years when the 
devastating earthquake of 6.9 magnitude on the Richter scale rocked Gujurat on 26 
January 2001. Its severity can be guessed when we take note of the fact that 
subsequently there were 1124 aftershocks ranging between 2.8 and 5.0 magnitude 
on the Richter scale in that area until 31 March 2003. Out of the 25 districts of 
Gujurat 21 districts having 7633 villages under 181 talukas were affected by this 
calamity. 
 
The degree and extend of damage to life and property shocked the world. Among 
the innumerable incidents of suffering we would like to mention only two: 
 

1. Ms Rasmi Joshi a 40 year old lady from Adipur near Bhuj, was in tears, 
“What have I done?” There was anguish in her voice. She had lost her 
husband and al her earthly belongings. She and her two daughters alone 
survived. Her husband Mr Raju Joshi, saved many neighbours before he 
became a prey to the death quake. 

2. One of our monastic brothers engaged in primary relief recalls: “I saw an old 
man pushing a thela (a cart) at the dead of night. “Who are you? What are 
you carrying at this hour?” I enquired. The man was too stunned to answer. 
On repeated enquiry, he could only point towards four dead bodies on the 
cart and murmur softly.“ They are my daughters. I’m taking them for 
cremation” 

 
There were thousands of others who met a similar fate. However, the people of 
Gujarat were determined to come out triumphant from this tragedy and not give way 
to despair. 
 
Looking back one would see that, since 1927, the Ramakrishna Mission had always 
stood by the people affected by flood, earthquake, drought, cyclone, plague etc. But 
this relief and rehabilitation project was extraordinary both in dimension and in the 
nature of services rendered. 
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PRIMARY RELIEF 
 
True to its tradition the Ramakrishna Mission sprang to action immediately and 
started primary relief from 26 January 2001 itself, the day of the calamity. 
 
Cooked food, food grains , drinking water, tarpaulins, tents. Blankets, clothes etc 
were distributed to tens of thousands of quake-affected people of 281 villages in 
Kutch, Rajkot, Jamnagar, Porbadar and Surendranagar districts thorugh our Rajkot, 
Porbandar andLimbdi centres. Medical camps were also set up at Bhuj and the 
surrounding area, and emergency relief was provided to the victims. 
 
Among the families rendered homeless by the earthquake, 3400 families were 
provided with temporary shelters. Primary relief of nearly Rs 3 crore was provided. 
 

REHABILITATION 
 
Primary relief was followed by a massive rehabilitation project.  
 
The General Secretary of Ramakrishna Mission along with other monks visited the 
quake-affected areas from 12 –17 February 2001 and the modus operandi was 
outlined for the rehabilitation project. After completion of the formalities construction 
of houses was started on 23 March 201 at Dhaneti village through our Rajkot centre. 
 
Initially we thought of building six townships, self-sufficient inall respects, in the 
affected areas. However we had to revise our plan because, in the meanwhile the 
Government of Gujurat started giving cash subsidies to the victims, category-wise, 
under Building Your Own House scheme. Those for whom any voluntary 
organisation had proposed to build houses were not entitled for subsidy and they 
were also to relinquish their old lands. Therefore, most of the villagers preferred 
accepting cash subsidy from the Government. On the other hand, the Government 
authorities requested us to take up construction of primary school buildings as many 
as possible. Therefore, we had to reduce the number of dwelling houses to be built 
and took up, instead, construction of school buildings in many quake affected 
places. 
 
Large-scale rehabilitation projects were launched in Kutch, Porbandar, Rajkot and 
Surendranagar districts thorugh our rehabilitation camps set up at Dhaneti (Kutch) 
Surendranagar and Morbi, directly under the supervision of the Headquarters. The 
projects comprised the following: (i) construction of 390 houses, 81 school buildings, 
2 community centres and 2 prayer halls etc (ii) providing building materials to 190 
families under the Build your own house scheme, and (iii) digging of 7 ponds/water 
reservoirs etc. 
 
On June 30 2001, the first two newly built primary school building were inaugurated 
and handed over to the school authorities. Subsequently till 22 March 2003 (ie in 2 



years from the date of the commencement of construction work) the 6 housing 
colonies (total 390 houses) and the remaining 79 school buildings, fully equipped 
with furniture library playground equipment, equipment supply of water, toilets block, 
compound wall, etc. were completed in several phases and handed over to the 
beneficiaries and school authorities respectively. In many schools tree planting was 
done as part of social forestry. Dignitaries from various fields inaugurated the 
buildings. 
 
For most of the schools local committees have been formed to look after the 
maintenance and smooth functioning of the schools. We hope these schools will 
serve as lamps of hope and inspiration to the children of Gujurat. 
 
Although our original target for this Relief and Rehabilitation was Rs 10 crore only, 
thanks to overwhelming response from the generous donors, both from India and 
abroad, we could extend it to nearly Rs 20crore. 
 
Needless to mention that could not have undertaken such a massive primary relief 
work and huge rehabilitation   projects without the unstinted support and 
cooperation from the large hearted people and benevolent organisations. 
 
In spite of our limited monastic manpower devotees and volunteers, many from the 
affected areas also, responded spontaneously. That made our task easier. We 
convey our sincere gratitude to all the volunteers and devotees for their painstaking 
hard work for the noble cause. We also express our cordial thanks to all the donors 
and government officials for their participation and cooperation in the noble 
endeavour. 
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